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0000 OO0 usinghercell-phone to access the Internet and track her city's public transit system.When
asked why she used the wireless Internet so frequently,she replied,"What are you talking about?l don't know
anything about this wireless Internet stuff,l just know the bus is here." Regardless of whether you want to admit it,a
lot of us are like that old Finnish woman.When it comes to new mobile applications,many of us do not realize the
capability and power that we hold,literally,in our hands. What we're looking at today is the mobile Internet in its
infancy.Now that using the Internet from home or work has saturated much of society,the next logical step is to be
able to use the Net when you're away from your desktop or laptop. Speech recognition is one way to do this,and
there are a number of services,collectively called the"voice Web"that will make this possible.All you dois use a
phone or wireless device to call a phone number,and speak commands to an intuitive system.It will then give you
the information you're seeking,using either a synthesized voice or an audio file. In the United States and Europe,the
hot technology for wireless devices is called WAP(Wireless Application Protocol), which is being considered as the
world standard.WAP is supported by major phone companies including Nokia,Motorola and Ericsson,and is
simply a means of transmitting information,much like HTML is a means of communicating on the Internet.
Currently,wireless Internet connections may give you news,sports scores,stock quotes,and the weather if you're
lucky. But if you've ever used this technology,you know it's slow,costly and doesn't seem worth the time and
effort,if it works at all."The mobile Internet was never designed to take over surfing the Web from a
computer,"explains Cherie Gary,spokeswoman at Nokia.
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