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The discussion up to this point may be summarized by saying that the reflex arc idea, as commonly employed, is
defective in that it assumes sensory stimulus and motor response as distinct psychical existences, while in reality
they are always inside a coordination and have their significance purely from the part played in maintaining or
reconstituting the co6rdination; and [ secondlyd in assuming that the quale of experience which precedes the
‘motor’ phase and that which succeeds it are two different states, instead of the last being always the first
reconstituted, the motor phase coming in only for the sake of such mediation. The result is that the reflex arc idea
leaves us with a disjointed psychology, whether viewed from the standpoint of development in the individual or in
the race, or from that of the analysis of the mature consciousness. As to the former, in its failure to see that the arc of
which it talks is virtually a circuit, a continual reconstitution, it breaks continuity and leaves us nothing but a series
of jerks, the origin of each jerk to be sought outside the process of experience itself, in either an external pressure of
‘environment ' or else in an unaccountable spontaneous variation from within the 'soul’ or the ‘organism’. As to the
latter, failing to see the unity of activity, no matter how much it may prate of unity@, it still leaves us with sensation
or peripheral stimulus; idea, or central process [J the equivalent of attention[J ; and motor response, or act, as
three disconnected existences, having to be somehow adjusted to each other, whether through the intervention of
an extra-experimental soul, or by mechanical push and pull. The discussion up to this point may be summarized by
saying that the reflex arc idea, as commonly employed, is defective in that it assumes sensory stimulus and motor
response as distinct psychical existences, while in reality they are always inside a coordination and have their
significance purely from the pald [J
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