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THE FOUNDATIONS OF REALISMRealism enters the field far behind utopianism and by way of reaction from
it. The thesis that “ justice is the right of the stronger” was[] indeed] familiar in the Hellenic world. But it never
represented anything more than the protest of an uninfluential minorityd puzzled by the divergence between
political theory and political practice. Under the supremacy of the Roman Empirel] and later of the Catholic
Churchd the problem could hardly arise[] for the political good first of the empire then of the churchd
could be regarded as identical with moral good. It was only with the breakup of the mediaeval system that the
divergence be[d

tween political theory and political practice became acute and challenging. Machiavelli is the first important
political realist. Machiavelli* s starting-point is a revolt against the utopianism of current political thought(J It
being my intention to write a thing which shall be useful to him who ap[]

prehends it[] it appears to me more appropriate to follow up the real truth of a matter than the imagination of it[]
for many have pictured republics and prinQ

cipalities which in fact have never been seen and known[ because how one lives is so far distant from how one
ought to live that he who neglects what is done for what ought to be done sooner effects his ruin than his
preservation.The three essential tenets implicit in Machiavelli’ s doctrine are the foundation-stones of the realist
philosophy. In the first placeld history is a sequence of cause and effectl] whose course can be analysed and
understood by intellectual effortC] but not (as the Utopians believe) directed by “ imagination.” Secondly[]
theory does not (as the Utopians assume) create practice[] but practice theory. In Machiavelli® s words[]

“ good counsels] whencesoever they comel] are born of the wisdom of the princel] and not the wisdom of the
prince from good counsels.” Thirdly[] politics are not (as the Utopians pretend) a function of ethicsC] but ethics
of politics. Men “ are kept honest by constraint.”

Page 6



0000 O, tushu007.com
<«<O000000ds>>

goon

gobbobbbuoooogobbobbodago

Page 7



0000 O, tushu007.com
<«<O000000ds>>

goon

gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 8



