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PrefaceAcknowledgmentsintroductionPART ONE: Interpreting Literaturel Strategies for Interpreting
LiteratureWhy Do People Read Literature?What Is Interpretation?How Do We Interpret?Checklist for Interpreting
LiteratureWork Cited2 What Is Literature?Literature Is LanguageLiterature Is FictionalWaltWhitman, Cavalry
Crossing a FordLiterature Is TrueHenry Howard, Earl of Surrey, My Friend, the Things that Do AttainLiterature Is
AestheticLiterature Is IntertextualChecklist for the Elements of LiteratureWorks Cited3 Interpreting FictionThe
Elements of FictionThemePoint of ViewMary Robison, YoursPlotCharacterizationSettinglronySymbolismOther
ElementsChecklist for Interpreting FictionWorks Cited4 Interpreting DramaThe Nature of DramaThe Elements of
DramaPlotCharacterizationSettingThemelronySubgenresCheckilist for Interpreting DramaWorks Cited and
Consulted5 Interpreting PoetryWhat Is Poetry?Emily Bront~, The Night Is Darkening Round MeSense in Poetry:
Elements that Convey MeaningGetting Started: Reading a Poem the First TimeDictionWilliam Wordsworth, A
Slumber Did My Spirit Sea]SyntaxLouise Bogan, Song for a LyreCharacterization, Point of View, Plot, and
SettingJane Kenyon, In the Nursing HomeMatthew Arnold, Dover BeachRobert Browning, My Last
Duchessimagery: Descriptive Languagelmagery: Figurative LanguageSamuel Daniel, Love Is a SicknessThomas
Campion, There Is a Garden in Her FaceSymbolismWilliam Blake, The Sick RoseThe Sound of Poetry: Musical
ElementsRhythmWilliam Shakespeare, Sonnet 129Word SoundsEdgar Allan Poe, To HelenStructureWilliam
Shakespeare, Sonnet 116Edna St. Vincent Millay, 1, Being Born awomanAnonymous, The Daemon LoverEmily
Dickinson, Because | Could Not Stop for DeadMatsuo Basho, haikuTaniguchi Buson, haikuKobayashi Issa,
haikuPsalm 23Ezra Pound, XeniaAmy Lowell, Road to theYoshiwaraLangston Hughes, VagabondsElizabeth
Bishop, One ArtSight: The Visual Qualifies of PoetryGeorge Herbert, EasterWingse. e. cummings, [(@aGwendolyn
Brooks, We Real CoolChecklist for Interpreting PoetryWorks Cited6 Specialized Approaches to Interpreting
LiteratureLiterary Criticism and TheoryPlaces for InterpretationThe WorkNew
CriticismStructuralismDeconstructionArchetypal CriticismThe AuthorHistorical and Biographical CriticismNew
Historicist CriticismThe ReaderReader-Response CriticismAll of RealityMarxist CriticismPsychological
CriticismFeminist and Gender CriticismWorks CitedPART TWO: Writing about Literature7 Writing about
LiteratureWhyWrite about Literature?How CanYou Write about Literature?The Writing Process8 Choosing
TopicsPreliminary StepsBe an Active Readerldentify Your AudienceRaise Questions about the WorkNarrow Your
TopicSearch StrategiesFocus on the Works Conventions (Its Formal Qualities)UseTopoi (Traditional Patterns of
Thinking)Respond to Comments by CriticsDraw fromYour Own KnowledgeTalking andWriting StrategiesTalk
Out LoudMake OutlinesFreewriteBrainstormMake NotesKeep a JournalSample Essay about LiteratureMichelle
Henderson, "Paradise Rejected in Homers Odyssey"Comments on the EssayChecklist for ChoosingTopicsWorks
Cited9 Drafting the EssayThe Argumentative Nature of Interpretive EssaysThe Structure of Essays about
LiteratureThe Argumentative StructureThe Rhetorical StructureGuidelines forWriting First DraftsKeep in Mind
the Needs of Your AudienceAvoid Extreme Subjectivity (Overuse of"I")Draw Up a Rough OutlineBegin
WritingUse Sound Deductive ReasoningSupport Key Claims with FactsUse Sound Inductive ReasoningDefine
Key TermsOrganize Evidence According to a Coherent PlanMake Comparisons Complete and Easy to
FollowChecklist for Drafting the EssayWorks Cited10 Revising and EditingRevise Throughout the Writing
ProcessRevise for the Final DraftWrite a Clear and Readable Prose StyleHave Other People Read and Respond
toYour DraftEdit the Final DraftRules of UsageCitations of SourcesQuotationsOther Rules of Usage Related to
Essays about LiteraturePhysical FormatSample Essay inTwo DraftsRobert Frost, The Death of the Hired ManEarly
DraftComments on the Early DraftFinal DraftJennifer Hargrove, "A Comparison of Mary andWarrenin Robert
Frosts The Death of the Hired Man"Comments on the Final DraftChecklist for Revising and EditingWorks
Cited11 Documentation and ResearchPrimary SourcesSecondary SourcesResearch Papers and the Use of
Secondary SourcesHow to Find Information and Opinions about Literaturel. Library Catalogs and Stacksl|.
Library Reference Roomlll. Library Periodicals Room and StackslV. Information and Opinion on the
InternetEvaluating the Quality of Internet SitesGiving Credit to SourceswWhy ShouldYou Give Credit?When
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ShouldYou Give Credit?Where ShouldYou Give Credit?Correct Documentary FormGuidelines for Parenthetical
CitationsGuidelines for Using Footnotes and EndnotesGuidelines and Form for the Works Cited List:General
RulesSample Entries for BooksSample Entry for Articles in Scholarly JournalsSample Entries for Articles in Popular
PublicationsSample Entries for Computer DatabasesSample Entries for Other Nonprint SourcesFrequently Used
AbbreviationsSample Research PaperHarold Wright, "The Monsters Education in MaryShelleys
Frankenstein"Comments on the Research PaperChecklist for Documentation and Research12 Taking
EssayTestsGuidelines for Taking Essay TestsSample Test EssaysEssay 1Comments on Essay 1Essay 2Comments on
Essay 2Essay 3Comments on Essay 3Checklist for Taking Essay Tests13 Sample EssaysEssay on a PoemEdwin
Arlington Robinson, Richard CoryGeorge Cannon, "Point of View in Edwin Arlington Robinsons Richard
Cory"Essay on a Short StoryEdgar Allan Poe, The Cask of AmontiUadoBlake Long, "Montresors Fate in Edgar
Allan PoesThe Cask of Amontillado"Essay on a PlaySusan Glaspell, TriflesCarolyn Briner, "The Meaning of
Physical Objects in Susan Glaspells Trifles"Essay on a NovelShalita Forrest, "First Love, Lost Love in GeorgeEliots
Adam Bede"GlossaryCreditsindex of Concepts and Termsindex of Critics, Authors, and Works
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