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0000 The pages of history are full of instances of nations that, secure in their possession of great power and
recognized as such by their peers, have suffered defeat or retreated from exposed positions without suffering a loss
in prestige.\When was the prestige of France higher: when it fought wars in Indochina and Algeria that it could
neither win nor thought it could afford to lose, or after it had liquidated these losing enterprises? And how much, in
the long run, did American prestige suffer from the debacle of the Bay of Pigs in 1962? When France demonstrated
the wisdom and courage to liquidate two losing enterprises on which it had staked its "honor, its prestige rose to
heights it had not attained since the beginning of the Second World War, and the Bay of Pigs has weighed little in
the scales of American prestige, heavy as they are with power and successes. Nations must take care not to
confound ephemeral fluctuations of public opinion with the lasting foundations of national power and prestige.
Prestige in a particular instance, then, like the power it mirrors, must be seen in the context of a nation's overall
power and prestige. The greatness of the latter is reflected in the former, and the deficiences of the former are
compensated for by the latter. A nation also does too much when it paints an exaggerated picture of its power and
thus attempts to gain a reputation for power that exceeds the power it actually possesses. In that case it builds its
prestige upon the appearances of power rather than upon its substance. Here the policy of prestige transforms itself
into a policy of bluff. Its outstanding example in recent history in the policy of Italy from the Ethiopian War of 1935
to the African campaign of 1942. Embarking upon a policy ofimperialistic expansion with the purpose of maHnNg
the Mediterranean an Italian lake, Italy during the Ethiopian War and the Spanish Civil War of 1936-39 dared defy
Great Britain, then the foremost naval power on earth and the predominant power in the Mediterranean. It did so
by creating the impression that it was a military power ofthe first order. Italy was successful in this policy so long as
no other nation dared to put its pretense of power to the actual test. When this test came, it revealed the contrast
between Italy's reputation for power, deliberately created by a number of propagandistic devices, and its actual
power. It unmasked its policy of prestige as a policy of bluff.
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