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[0 O Using the nine world regions as an organizing~amework[] the worlds states and terri—toriesC] whose
locations are shown in Figure 1[0 3[J are listed in Table 1[0 3[1 with an estimate of(] the total size of each states
economy(GDP)[J Reference maps with greater detail appear after the preface[] and high—resolution interactive
maps are on this books companion Atlas CDO [0 [0 Although geography provides one fixed context in which IR
takes placel] history provides another[] The world as we perceive it developed over many years[ step by step] Of
specialinterestinlRarethepast500years] known asthe” modemagel]’ * Thishasbeentheage of the international
system that we know(sovereign states)[1 The remainder of this chapter briefly reviews the historical development of
that system and its context[] Special attention is given to the relations between Europe and the rest ofthe world[ in
which are found the roots of the present North—South gap] [ [0 History[d [ The turn of the century and
millennium finds the world breaking free of the logic of the two world wars and the Cold War that dominated the
tWentieth centuryd New possibilities are emerging everywhere[J some good and some bad[J With SO much
change occurringd one night wonder whether history is still relevant tO understanding the world[J 1t is(] The
basic structures and principles of international relationsJ even in the current eral] are deeply rooted in historical
developments[] Our discussion of these developments--necessarily only a series of brief sketches--begins with a
long—term perspective and gradually focuses on more recent history[]
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