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00 O I walked about the city of New York looking at people. I was not too young any more andcould not make
myself over to fit a new city. No doubt certain characteristics of my own naturehad become fixed. | was a man of
the mid-western towns who had gone from his town to themid-western cities and there had gone through the
adventures common to such fellows as myself.Was there some salt in me[]

To the end of my life | would talk with the half slovenly drawl of themiddle-westerner, would walk like such a
middle-westerner, have the air of something between alaborer, a man of business, a gambler, a race horse owner, an
actor. If I was, as | then fullyintended, to spend the rest of my life trying to tell such tales as I could think and feel my
waythrough, | would have to tell the tales of my own people. Would I gain new power and insight fortelling by
having come East, by consorting with other story-tellers(]

Would | understand better myown people and what had made the tragedies, the comedies and the wonders of
their lives[]

00 O I'wasin New York as a guest, as an onlooker, wondering about the city and the men of thecity and what they
were thinking and feeling. There were certain men | wanted to see, who hadwritten things | thought had given me
new lights on my own people, the subjects of my tales.[] [J | dare say there was a good deal of a certain half-rural
timidity in me.[J O There was Mr. Van Wyck Brooks, whose book "Americas Coming-of-Age," had movedme
deeply. He with Mr. Waldo Frank, Paul Rosenfeld, James Oppenheim and others had juststarted a magazine, The
Seven Arts [J that after its death was to be replaced by The Dial, publishedby a quite different group , and the
magazine had not only offered to publish some of my thingsbut its editors had asked me to come to see them.[ [J |
wanted to go and was at the same time a little afraid. At that time there was a good deal oftalk abroad as to a new
artistic awakening in America. Mr. Waldo Frank s " Our America" musthave been in preparation at just about that
time and it could not have been much later that Mr.William Allen White~ wrote in The New Republic, an article
the import of which was that "TheKing is dead[]

Long live the King[

" If there were new things in the land, | wanted to see andconsort with them ifl could.OJ O As for The Seven Arts
magazine, there had been rumors of its coming birth, even in Chicago.
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