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The poet whom we are to read occupies a curious but assured position in the history of 20th century Chinese
literature: curious,because he was one who theoretically advocated with all his heart the development of modern
poetry——the free verse written in the vernacular——and even hopefully asserted that the bright future ofChinese
poetry lay right in the development of folk-songs, yet inpractice, he himself almost never wrote poetry in plain
Chinese but in acompletely traditional and classical style; assured, because he composedthe poetry so well that, at
his best, few modern Chinese poets can rival him. To Western minds, he is a political giant who, though shaking
oldChina to its foundation, remains a debatable figure as to his contribution to the creation of a better world. But
what captures our attention here is Mao the poet, not Mao the statesman; still politically a subject of controversy at
home and abroad, he is, however, almost universally acknowledged as a successful poet of rare talent, even, to a
moderatedegree, by his sworn enemies.
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00 O O 1.The People's Liberation Army Captures Nanking[] Soon after the Anti-Japanese War in 1946 there broke
out the Civil War between the armies under Kuomintang and those under the Chinese Communist Party. From
September 1 948 to January 1 94901 the People'S Liberation Army won three smashing victories respectively in
Liaoshen Battle[] Huaihai Battle[1 and Pingjin Battle. The greater part of the land beyond the north of the Yangzi
River Was under the control of the People's Liberation Army.At this critical hour, peace talks were tried but in
vain.On April 2100 194901 the People's Liberation Army launched a general attack upon the line of defense 011 the
part of the Kuomintang Armies.On April 2300 Nanking[ the political centre of the Kuomintang government

[0 Was captured by the People's Liberation Army.At the news of the victory, Mao Zedong[1 wild with joy, rushed
off the poem and sent it immediately to the front by telegramme in order to encourage the soldiers and civilians on
the front.This poem Was first published in the 1963 edition of Poems of Chairman Maoll People's Literature Press
[ Peking[J 19630] .2.the Bell Mountain[] a mountain located in the eastern suburb of Nanking[J 7 kilometres in
lengthO 3 kilometres in breadth with the main peak of 101 257 feet above the sea level. The mountain in the
sunlight looks purpled thus it is also called Purple Gold Mountain Zijinshan .3.0Once a den of tigers and
dragons[] a metaphor used by Zhuge Liang ra famous statesman and military strategist in the Shu State of the Three
Kingdoms[] to describe the meandering Bell Mountain in Nanking and the steepy Stone City in Nanking
respectively as a dragon and a tiger.
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