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We wrote the first and second editions of this textbook at a prosperous time in the life of our nation when U.S.
media industries were undergoing rapid change. Amer-ican corporations were spreading around the world. Dot
corn companies were thriv-ing in a &quot;New Economy&quot; that some thought likely to prosper for decades.
New media technology was evolving so rapidly and new media applications were prolif-erating so fast that a new
scale of &quot;Internet time&quot; was created to measure change.&quot;Brick and mortar&quot;companies were
distained in favor of virtual enterprises.Change was also going on in media theory and research. Theory was in
fer-ment as new perspectives challenged long-standing notions. Researchers strug-gled with questions flowing from
the changes in media. They debated how bestto understand the role of new media and chart their place among the
well-established mass media. Considerable research focused on mass media entertain-ment and its effects.
Researchers asked whether new media-based entertainmentwould displace established mass media. Would the
Internet displace television or would the tube absorb the Internet? Would people pay the extra price to getHDTV?
Did the protection of children from online smut require new laws? What would happen to face-to-face
communication in the wake of the email onslaught? Virtual democracy? MP3? Web radio?On September 11, 2001,
everything changed. As we wrote the third edition to this textbook, the Western world was reeling from the terrorist
attack on the World Trade Center in New York and on the Pentagon in Washington. A new type of war was
declared on terrorism. Americans were told to make important sacrifices and to be vigilant, but at the same time to
carry on our daily lives as though September 11 had never happened. As authors, we faced a serious chal-lenge.
When it comes to media theories, what is still relevant and what is unim-portant? How can and should we
understand the role that media now play in the world that has ‘been radically altered? In our previous editions we
argued, &quot;the price to be paid for our failure to understand the role of media is dear.&quot; We pointed to
controversies over the effects of media violence and the banning of rap music lyrics.&hellip;&hellip;
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