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O Oy poor flowers are quite dead [

O

said little 1da. hey were so pretty yesterday eveningl] and now all the leaves hang withered. Why do they do that[]
O

she asked the student] who sat on the sofal] for she liked him very much. He knew the prettiest storiest] and
could cut out the most amusing pictures — heartst] with little ladies in them who danced™ flowers] and great
castles in which one could open the doorsC] he was a merry student. hy do the flowers look so faded today[]

O

she asked againl] and showed him a whole bouquet] which was quite withered.[J [0 o you know what the matter
with them[

O

said the student. he flowers have been at a ball last night] and thatwhy they hang their heads. ut flowers cannot
dance[]

Page 5



00004, tushu007.com
<OO00000dns>>

O

cried little Ida.CJ 00 h[J yes( O

said the student] hen it grows dark(] and we are asleep[] they jump about merrily. Almost every night they have
a ball. an no children go to this ball(]

estd U

said the student[] uite little daisies[] and lilies of the valley. here do the most beautiful flowers dancel]

O

asked little 1da.J [0 ave you not often been outside the town-gate[] by the great castle[] where the king lives in
summer] and where the beautiful garden isCJ with all the flowers(]

You have seen the swans[] which swim up to you when you want to give them bread crumbs[]

There are capital balls there[1 believe me. was out there in the garden yesterday[]l with my mother(d] [

said Idal] ut all the leaves were off the trees(] and there was not one flower left. Where are they[]

In the summer | saw so many.hey are within[J in the castle[J [J

replied the student. ou must know[] as soon as the king and all the court go to town[J the flowers run out of the
garden into the castlel] and are merry. You should see that. The two most beautiful roses seat themselves on the
thronelJ and then they are king and queend all the red coxcombs range themselves on either side[] and stand
and bow[ they are the chamberlains. Then all the pretty flowers comel] and there is a great ball. The blue violets
represent little naval cadets[] they dance with hyacinths and crocusesl] which they call young ladiesC] the tulips
and the great tiger-lilies are old ladies who keep watch that the dancing is well done[] and that everything goes on
with propriety. utl) 0

asked little Idal] oes nobody do anything to the flowersC] for dancing in the king castle[]

here is nobody who really knows about it(] [

answered the student. ometimes[] certainly] the old steward of the castle comes at nightl] and he has to watch
there. He has a great bunch of keys with him but as soon as the flowers hear the keys rattle they are quite quiet(]
hide behind the long curtainsC] and only poke their heads out. Then the old steward says] smell that there are
flowers here(d O

but he cannot see them.[J O hat is famous[]

O

cried little Idal] clapping her hands. ut should not I be able to see the flowers[]

est] U
said the student[] nly remember[J when you go out again[J to peep through the window(J then you will see
them. That is what | did today. There was a long yellow lily lying on the sofa and stretching herself. She imagined
herself to be a court lady.an the flowers out of the Botanical Garden get there[d

Can they go the long distance[]
esl] certainly O

replied the student fthey like they can fly. Have you not seen the beautiful butterfliesT] redd yellowOd and
white[]

They almost look like flowersJ and that is what they have been. They have flown off their stalks high into the air(J
and have beaten it with their leaves] as if these leaves were little wings[] and thus they flew. And because they
behaved themselves well(] they got leave to fly about in the daytime tool] and were not obliged to go home again
and to sit still upon their stalksC] and thus at last the leaves became real wings. That you have seen yourself. It may
bel] however[] that the flowers in the Botanical Garden have never been in the King castle[] or that they don
know of the merry proceedings there at night. Therefore | will tell you something] he will be very much surprised
O the botanical professorl] who lives close by here. You know himd do you not[]

When you come into his gardenJ you must tell one of the flowers that there is a great ball yonder in the castle.
Then that flower will tell it to all the rest] and then they will fly away(] if the professor then comes out into the
gardenl] there will not be a single flower leftl] and he won be able to make out[] where they are gone.ut how can
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one flower tell it to another[

ForO you know[] flowers cannot speak.hat they cannot[] certainlyd [J

replied the studentd ut then they make signs. Have you not noticed that when the wind blows a little(] the flowers
nod at one another] and move all their green leaves]

They can understand that just as well as if they talked.an the professor understand these signsC]

O

asked little Ida.J [0 es[d certainly. He came one morning into his garden] and saw a great stinging- nettle
standing there[] and making signs to a beautiful red carnation with its leaves. It was saying[] ou are so pretty[]
and I love you so much.[

But the professor does not like that kind of thing[(] and he directly slapped the stinging-nettle upon its leavest] for
those are its fingersC] but he stung himself(]1 and since that time he has not dared to touch a stinging-nettle.hat was
funny O

cried little Idal] and she laughed.[J [J ow can any one put such notions into a child head ]

O

said the tiresome privy councillor] who had come to pay a visitC] and was sitting on the sofa. He did not like the
student and always grumbled when he saw him cutting out the comical funny pictures — sometimes a man
hanging on a gibbet and holding a heart in hishand[J to show that he stole heartsC] sometimes an old witch riding
on abroom[] and carrying her husband on her nose. The councillor could not bear thistJ and then he said0 just
as he did now[J ow can any one put such notions into a child head[

Those are stupid fancies]

But to little Idal] what the student told about her flowers seemed very entertaining[] and she thought much about
it. The flowers hung their heads[d for they were tired because they had danced all night(] they were certainly ill.
Then she went with them to all her other toysl] which stood on a pretty little table[] and the whole drawer was full
of beautiful things. In the doll bed lay her doll Sophy[d asleep[] but little Ida said to her(] ou must really get up]
Sophy[J and manage to lie in the drawer for tonight. The poor flowers are illC0 and they[d must lie in your bed[
perhaps they will then get well again.And she at once took the doll outd but the doll looked crosst] and did not
say a single word[] for she was angry because she could not keep her own bed.[0 O Then little 1da laid the flowers
in the doll bedd pulled the little coverlet quite up over them[] and said they were to lie still and be good[] and
she would make them some teal] so that they might get well again(] and be able to get up tomorrow. And she
drew the curtains closely round the little bed[] so that the sun should not shine in their eyes.[] [1 The whole
evening through she could not help thinking of what the student had told her. And when she was going to bed
herselfdJ she was obliged first to look behind the curtain which hung before the windows where her mother
beautiful flowers stood — hyacinths as well as tulipst] then she whispered quite softlyl] know youe going to the
ball tonightJ

O

But the flowers made as if they did not understand a wordd and did not stir a leafC] but still little Ida knew what
she knew.[J [0 When she was in bed she lay for a long time thinking how pretty it must be to see the beautiful
flowers dancing out in the king castle. wonder if my flowers have really been therelJ

O

And then she fell asleep. In the night she awoke again] she had dreamed of the flowers] and of the student with
whom the councillor found fault. It was quite quiet in the bedroom where little Ida lay[] the night-lamp burned on
the table(] and father and mother were asleep.[] [ wonder if my flowers are still lying in Sophy bed[]

O

she thought to herself. ow I should like to know it

O

She raised herself a little[] and looked at the door[] which stood ajar[] within lay the flowers and all her
playthings. She listened] and then it seemed to her as if she heard some one playing on the piano in the next room
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[0 but quite softly and prettily(] as she had never heard it before.[J [1 ow all the flowers are certainly dancing in
there[d

O

thought she. h(1 how much I should like to see it[]

[

But she dared not get up for she would have disturbed her father and mother.[J [J f they would only come in[]

W

thought she. But the flowers did not comed and the music continued to play beautifully(d then she could not bear
itany longerd for it was too pretty] she crept out of her little bed] and went quietly to the doord and looked
into the room. Oh how splendid it was[] what she saw[]

0 O There was no night-lamp burning but still it was quite lightC] the moon shone through the window into the
middle of the floor[J it was almost like day. All the hyacinths and tulips stood in two long rows on the floor(J
there were none at all left at the window. There stood the empty flower-pots. On the floor all the flowers were
dancing very gracefully round each otherl] making a perfect chain[J and holding each other by the long green
leaves as they swung round. But at the piano sat a great yellow lilyld which little Ida had certainly seen in summer(J
for she remembered how the student had saidlJ ow like that one is to Miss Lina.[]

Then he had been laughed at by alll] but now it seemed really to little Ida as if the long[] yellow flower looked like
the young ladyd] and it had just her manners in playing — sometimes bending its long yellow face to one sidel]
sometimes to the otherl] and nodding in tune to the charming musicl

No one noticed little Ida. Then she saw a great blue crocus hop into the middle of the table[] where the toys stood
[0 and go to the doll bed and pull the curtains aside[] there lay the sick flowers but they got up directly(] and
nodded to the others[] to say[] that they wanted to dance too. The old chimney-sweep dollC] whose under lip
was broken off(] stood up and bowed to the pretty flowers[] these did not look at all ill now[ they jumped down
among the othersC] and were very merry.[] [0 Then it seemed as if something fell down from the table. Little Ida
looked that way. It was the Shrovetide birch rod which was jumping down[]

It seemed almost as if it belonged to the flowers. At any rate it was very neat[] and a little wax dollC] with just such
a broad hat on its head as the councillor wore[d sat upon it. The birch rod hopped about among the flowers on its
three red legsC] and stamped quite loud(] for it was dancing the mazurkall and the other flowers could not
manage that danceld] because they were too light[] and unable to stamp like that.[] [ The wax doll on the birch
rod all at once became quite great and long[J turned itself over the paper flowers[] and said[] ow can one put
such things in a child head[

Those are stupid fancies]

O
and then the wax doll was exactly like the councillor with the broad hat[] and looked just as yellow and cross as he.
But the paper flowers hit him on his thin legsC] and then he shrank up again[] and became quite a little wax doll.
That was very amusing to see(] and little Ida could not restrain her laughter. The birch rod went on dancing] and
the councillor was obliged to dance tooO it was no use whether he might make himself great and longO or
remained the little yellow wax doll with the big black hat. Then the other flowers put in a good word for him[
especially those who had lain in the doll bed[] and then the birch rod gave over.At the same moment there was a
loud knocking at the drawer( inside where little Ida dolIC] Sophy[] lay with many other toys. The
chimney-sweep ran to the edge of the table] lay flat down on his stomach[] and began to pull the drawer out a
little. Then Sophy raised herself(1 and looked round quite astonished.] [1 here must be a ball here[d [
said sheld hy did nobody tell me[d
ill you dance with me[d
O
asked the chimney sweep.[J [ ou are a nice sort of fellow to dance[]

O
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she replied] and turned her back upon him.O O Then she seated herself upon the drawer] and thought that one
of the flowers would come and ask herd but not one of them came. Then she coughed] em[]

HemU

HemU

[

but for all that not one came. The chimney-sweep now danced all alone[] and that was not at all so bad.[] [ As
none of the flowers seemed to notice Sophy[d she let herself fall down from the drawer straight upon the floorJ so
that there was a great noise. The flowers now all came running upd to ask if she had not hurt herselfC] and they
were all very polite to her(] especially the flowers that had lain in her bed. But she had not hurt herself at alld and
little Ida flowers all thanked her for the nice bedJ and were kind to her[J took her into the middle of the floor[]
where the moon shone inl] and danced with her(J and all the other flowers formed a circle round her. Now
Sophy was gladJ and sid they might keep her bedJ she did not at all mind lying in the drawer.[J [J But the
flowers said[J e thank you heartily(] but we cannot live so long. Tomorrow we shall be quite dead. But tell little Ida
she is to bury us out in the gardend where the canary liest] then we shall wake up again in summer[] and be far
more beautiful. o] you must not diel] [J

said Sophy[J and she kissed the flowers.[1 (1 At that moment the door opened(] and a great number of splendid
flowers came dancing in. Little Ida could not imagine whence they had comeld these must certainly all be flowers
from the king castle yonder. First of all came two glorious rosesC] and they had little gold crowns on[J they were a
king and a queen. Then came the prettiest stocks and carnations] and they bowed in all directions. They had
music with them. Great poppies and peonies blew upon pea-pods till they were quite red in the face. The blue
hyacinths and the little white snowdrops rang just as if they had bells on them. That was wonderful music]

Then came many other flowers[] and danced all togetherd the blue violets and the pink primrosesC] daisies and
the lilies of the valley. And all the flowers kissed one another. It was beautiful to look at[]

O O At last the flowers wished one another good night[] then little Idal] tool] crept to bed[] where she dreamed
of all she had seen.[] [0 When she rose next morningd she went quickly to the little table[] to see if the flowers
were still there. She drew aside the curtains of the little bed[d there were they alld but they were quite fadedd far
more than yesterday. Sophy was lying in the drawer where little Ida had laid her(J she looked very sleepy.[1 [1 0
you remember what you were to say to mel]

O
asked little 1da.J [0 But Sophy looked quite stupid[J and did not say a single word.[J [J ou are not good at all[]

O
said little 1da. nd yet they all danced with you. Then she took a little paper box[] on which were painted beautiful
birdsJ and opened itd and laid the dead flowers in it.C] O hat shall be your pretty coffinC} O
said shelJ nd when my Norwegian cousins come to visit me by and by they shall help me to bury you outside in
the garden] so that you may grow again in summerl] and become more beautiful than ever. The Norwegian
cousins were two smart boys. Their names were Jonas and Adolphel] their father had given them two new
crossbows] and they had brought these with them to show to little Ida. She told them about the poor flowers
which had diedd and then they got leave to bury them. The two boys went firstC] with their crossbows on their
shoulders] and little Ida followed with the dead flowers in the pretty box. Out in the garden a little grave was dug.
Little Ida first kissed the flowers[] and then laid them in the earth in the boxO and Adolphe and Jonas shot with
their crossbows over the gravell for they had neither gunsnorcannons. O O OO0 0000000 OOOO
O0o00oooooon
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