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traveler wearied from a long journey laydown, overcome with fatigue, on the very brink of adeep well. Just as he
was about to fall into the water,Dame Fortune, it is said, appeared to him and wakinghim from his slumber thus
addressed him: “ Good Sir, pray wake up: for if youfall into the well, the blame will be thrown on me, and I shall
get an ill nameamong mortals; for I find that men are sure to impute their calamities to me,however much by their
own folly they have really brought them onthemselves.” Everyone is more or less master of his own fate.learned
man has always a fund of riches in himself.Simonides, who wrote such excellent lyric poems, the more easily
tosupport his poverty, began to make a tour of the celebrated cities of Asia,singing the praises of victors for such
reward as he might receive. After he hadbecome enriched by this kind of gain, he resolved to return to his native
land bysea; for he was born, it is said, in the island of Ceos.Accordingly he embarked in a ship, which a dreadful
tempest, togetherwith its own rottenness, caused to wreck at sea. Some gathered together theirgirdles, others their
precious effects, which formed the support of theirexistence. One who was over-inquisitive, remarked, “ Are you
going to savenone of your property, Simonidest]

" Hemade reply, “ All my possessions areabout me.” A few only made their escape by swimming, for the
majority, beingweighed down by their burdens, perished. Some thieves too made theirappearance, and seized what
each person had saved, leaving him naked.Clazomenae, an ancient city, chanced to be near; to which the
shipwreckedpersons repaired. Here a person devoted to the pursuits of literature, who hadoften read the lines of
Simonides, and——was a very great admirer of him thoughhe had never seen him, knowing from his very language
who he was, receivedhim with the greatest pleasure into his house, and fumished him with clothes,money, and
attendants. The others meanwhile were carrying about theirpictures, begging for victuals. Simonides chanced to
meet them; and, as soon ashe saw them, remarked: “ | told you that all my property was about me; whatyou have
endeavoured to save is lost.”
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