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I wondered what this man could have got from such a work. Spencer Iremembered enough to know that altruism
was imperative to his ideal ofhighest conduct. Wolf Larsen, evidently, had sifted the great philosopher’steachings,
rejecting and selecting according to his needs and desires."What else did you run across[]

" | asked.His brows drew in slightly with the mental effort of suitably phrasingthoughts which he had never before
put into speech. I felt an elation of spirit. lwas groping into his soul-stulf as he made a practice of groping in
thesoul-stuff of others. | was exploring virgin territory. A strange, a terriblystrange, region was unrolling itself before
my eyes."In as few words as possible,” he began, "Spencer puts it something likethis: First, a man must act for his
own benefit to do this is to be moral andgood. Next, he must act for the benefit of his children. And third, he must
actfor the benefit of his race.""And the highest, finest, right conduct,” | interjected, "is that act whichbenefits at the
same time the man, his children, and his race.™'l wouldn't stand for that," he replied. "Couldn't see the necessity for
it,nor the common sense. | cut out the race and the children. I would sacrificenothing for them. It's just so much
slush and sentiment, and you must see ityourself, at least for one who does not believe in eternal life. With
immortalitybefore me, altruism would be a paying business proposition. I might elevate mysoul to all kinds of
altitudes. But with nothing eternal before me but death,given for a brief spell this yeasty crawling and squirming
which is called life,why, it would be immoral for me to perform any act that was a sacrifice. Anysacrifice that makes
me lose one crawl or squirm is foolish, and not onlyfoolish, for it is a wrong against myself and a wicked thing. |
must not lose onecrawl or squirm if I am to get the most out of the ferment. Nor will the eternalmovelessness that is
coming to me be made easier or harder by the sacrifices orselfishnesses of the time when I was yeasty and acrawl.”

Page 6



0000 O, tushu007.com

goon

ooo@ooboooo)yoooobobuoboo

Page 7



0000 O, tushu007.com

goon
gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 8



