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(0 O O Only one thing happened. A cloud of locusts came flying along, and therefell such a cargo of them on
board as to threaten to sink the ship. But all handsset to work to clear the deck, and the locusts were thrown over
except a fewhundred kept by Tapage for his larder. And he served them up in so succulent afashion that Frycollin
forgot for the moment his perpetual trances and said,"these are as good as prawns."The aeronef was then eleven
hundred miles from the Wargla oasis andalmost on the northern frontier of the Sudan. About two o'clock in
theafternoon a city appeared in the bend of a large river. The fiver was the Niger.The city was Timbuktu.If, up to
then, this African Mecca had only been visited by the travelers ofthe ancient world Batouta, Khazan, Imbert,
Mungo Park, Adams, Laing,CaiUe2, Barth, Lenz, on that day by a most singular chance the two Americanscould
boast of having seen, heard, and smelt it, on their return to America-ifthey ever got back there.Of having seen it,
because their view included the whole triangle of threeor four miles in circumference; of having heard it, because
the day was one ofsome rejoicing and the noise was terrible; of having smelt it, because theolfactory nerve could not
but be very disagreeably affected by the odors of theYoubou-Kamo square, where the meatmarket stands close to
the palace of theancient Somai kings. The engineer had no notion of allowing the president and secretary of
theWeldon Institute to be ignorant that they had the honor of contemplating theQueen of the Sudan, now in the
power of the Tuaregs of Taganet."Gentlemen, Timbuktu[J

" he said, in the same tone as twelve days beforehe had said, "Gentlemen, Indial]

" Then he continued, "Timbuktu is an importantcity of from twelve to thirteen thousand inhabitants, formerly
illustrious inscience and art. Perhaps you would like to stay there for a day or twol[]
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