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His mere displeasure was more terrible than a threat of war on the part of emperor or king.Surrounded by the
cleverest of diplomats, the most astute of politicians, he was able to divert the rising tide of unrest into the practical
channels of foreign conquest and to bring about that great migration towards the East which ever since has been
known as the era of the Crusades. Unfortunately this episode has been so often chosen as a subject for romantic
literary rhapsodies that we are apt to forget the true if more prosaic nature of the conflict. The ancient world was the
world of the Mediterranean. He who had command of that vast tract of water could dictate his will to the rest of
mankind.It was an ambitious undertaking, and the small fry of pirates and buccaneers who infested the deep bays of
the Spanish and Greek and Italian peninsulas and who lived along the shallow coast of Morocco and Tripoli and
Egypt could not possibly hope for more than a trifling local success.Nothing short of "racial groups"——vast
agglomerations of people bound together by tens of thousands of years of a common social, economic and
religious development were able to handle a problem that must be settled upon so gigantic a scale. They well knew
the risk they took, for such quarrels were apt to be quite as disastrous to the victor as to the vanquished.Only twice
before had it come to an open break.The first time in the fifth century before our era, when Greece as the champion
of the West had defeated the invading hordes of the Persians and in a series of brilliant counter-attacks had pursued
her enemies as far as the shores of the river Indus.The second time two hundred years later, when the Romans
narrowly averted disaster by such a display of national energy that the state almost perished before the last of the
Carthaginian strongholds had been reduced to ashes.Then, for more than eight centuries, there had been peace.
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