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[0 O The German state capitals - Frankfurt, Bonn, Munich,Hamburg, Stuttgart - are going from strength to
strength,competing to outdo one another in the quality of their publictransport, parks, galleries, operas, orchestras,
schools anduniversities and commissioning some of the best British talentto do so. In France the same thing is
happening: what themayor of Nimes can do the mayor of Montpellier will determineto do better. Germany and
France provide the most strikingexamples but you have only to look at Rotterdam andBarcelona to see that the race
is on throughout Europe.[J [0 Working as an architect in these cities, | get a sense ofwhat it must have been like.in
15th-century Italy with Luccaemulating Sienna,. Sienna striving to outdo Florence andFlorence aspiring to upstage
Rome. And if civic competitiontouches every part of these cities policies, it is true to say thatarchitecture has taken
pride of place. Architecture, andespecially urban designs has been the banner of cultural andpolitical renewal in a
Spain freed from Fascisms, in a Germanyovercoming divisions, in a France experiencing its first socialistpresidency.
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