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00 0O OO O O O The obvious motivation for investing in stocks is to watch your money grow. Consider,for
example, the case of Google, the hugely successful search engine and software com-pany. If you had purchased
$10,000 worth of Google stock when the company had itsinitial public offering O IPOO on August 19, 2004, five
years later, in August 2009, thatstock would have had a market value of about $44,400. That works out to an
averageannual return of almost 35%, as compared to the -1.8% annual return generated overthe same period by the
S&amp;P 500. Unfortunately, for every story of great success in themarket, there are dozens more that don't end so
well.More often than not, most of those investment flops can be traced to bad timing,greed, poor planning, or
failure to use common sense in making investment decisions.Although these chapters on stock investments cannot
offer magic keys to suddenwealth, they do provide sound principles for formulating a successful
long-rangeinvestment program. The techniques described are proven methods that have been usedby millions of
successful investors.
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