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内容概要

　　本书是一部以通俗的手法描写和演绎《圣经》故事的文学巨著。
《圣经》是西方文明的基石，而《圣经》原典的庄严肃穆常使人望而生畏。
本书作者房龙以简洁优美的叙述，解读了《圣经》这部伟大作品，同时还勾勒出了一幅犹太人的历史
画卷。
《圣经》是怎样一部书，包含哪些内容，作者是谁，成书于何时，犹太教与基督教的关系，希腊罗马
文明与基督教的关系，耶稣是怎样一个人⋯⋯这些在房龙的娓娓叙述之下变得清晰而迷人。

　　该书自出版以来，一直畅销至今，无论作为了解《圣经》的读本，还是作为语言学习的课外读物
，本书对当代中国的读者都将产生积极的影响。
为了使读者能够了解每段故事概况，进而提高阅读速度和阅读水平，在每段故事的开始部分增加了中
文导读。
书中所配插图为著名插画家多雷所作。
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章节摘录

　　He found the country of his uncle without much difficulty， but on the journey he had a strange dream。
 He had fallen asleep in the desert， near a placecalled Bethel。
 Suddenly， so he said afterwards， the sky opened。
 He had seen aladder which reached from the earth to the Heavens。
 On the ladder were many of the angels of Jehovah。
 At the top of the ladder stood Jehovah himself and Jehovah had spoken and had promised that he would be a
friend to the fugitive and would help him during his exile。
　　But whether this is really true， that I do not know and I rather believe that Jacob afterwards told the storv to
ease the knowledge of his own guilt and make people believe that he was not really as bad as they might think since
he had retained the friendship of so powerful a god。
　　As for the help which was to come to him from Heaven， of that we notice very little。
 For when Jacob reached the land of Ur， he found his uncle willing to give him a home， but when he asked for
the hand of his cousin Rachel， who was young and beautiful， Laban first MADe his nephew work for him forno
thing for seven years， and then gave him his oldest daughter， Leah， whom Jacob did not like and did not want
。
 But when he said so， his uncle told him it was the custom of the country t　　give the older daughter in
marriage before the younger lefi home， and if Jacob wanted Rachel too， he must promise to work another seven
years。
 In that case， he could have her also。
　　⋯⋯
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