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0000 OO0 "Yes,"said Mr. Brown, quietly, “there are big things being done to-day certainly, and I'm glad
to be in it. And yet | don't feel as if I had done anything so very much after all.”" "Oh, come, Joe," we expostulated,
"in New York they are saying that your pie act is about the biggest endurance stunt of the month. It puts you, or it
ought to, right in the first rank of the big men to-day." "Well," said the champion modestly, “I'm afraid | can't take
too much credit for it. I just did my best, that was all. I wasn't going to let it beat me, and so | just put into it every
ounce of pep, or pepsin, that | had.” "What first turned you to eating pie, Joe?" asked one of the boys. "It's hard to
say," he answered. "I think | just took to it naturally. Even as a little fellow, before | understood anything about it, |
was fond of pie and liked to see how much I could eat.” "How did it feel when you ate the first slice in the
championship?" asked one of the boys. "No," broke in another, "tell us about your training, Joe-how did you go at
that?" "No," said a third, "tell us what was the most trying moment of the whole contest.” The great man laughed.
"I'm afraid you boys are asking a whole lot of questions altogether," he said. "But the main facts are simple enough,
and, as | see it, nothing so very much to boast about." "As for the championship contest," he continued, and a look
of quiet earnestness came over his face as he spoke, "I can only say, boys, that I'm glad it's over. It was a strain, a
great strain. I'll never forget how | felt as we passed the twentieth slice and then the thirtieth and then the fortieth. |
said to myself, 'Surely this can't last; there must come a time when it just can't go on." Something seemed to make
me understand that.” "I'd run into a burst of speed from the twentieth up to the thirtieth, with a stroke of two bites
to the second, but I saw I couldn't hold the pace; I slowed it down to four bites in five seconds and just hung on to
that, till I heard the big shout that told me | had won. After that, | guess | pretty well keeled over. I was all in." "Were
you laid out for long?" some one asked.
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