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0 O &quot;Half a minute!&quot; Then she closed the door againd softly, and turned once more in her
amazement to Hester. [ [0 &quot;But why, Hester?&quot;[] [J Hester's eyes almost squinted with exasperation.
She could hardly bear even to glance at the wooden and angry Joe.[l 0 &quot;Why?&quot;[]

O &quot;Why?&quot; came the soft reiteration of Henrietta's question.[J (I All the attention focused on Hester,
but Hester was a sealed book.[J [0 &quot;Why?&quot;[] [0 &quot;She doesn't know herself,&quot; said Joe,
seeing a loop-hole.[0 [0 Out rang Hester's crazy and melodramatic laugh. O &quot;Oh, doesn’t she!&quot; Her
face flew into sudden strange fury.OJ O &quot;Well, if you want to know, | absolutely can't stand your making love
to me, if that's what you call the business.&quot;[J [ Henrietta let go the door-handle and sank weakly into a
chair.CJ O The worst had come to the worst. Joe's face became purple, then slowly paled to yellow.[]

[J &quot;Then,&quot; said Henrietta in a hollow voice, &quot;you can't marry him.&quot;[J [ &quot;l couldn't
possibly marry him if he kept on being in love with me.&quot; She spoke the two words with almost snarling
emphasis.[] [0 &quot;And you couldn't possibly marry him if he wasn't,&quot; said the guardian angel, Henrietta.
0 O &quot;Why not,&quot; cried Hester. &quot;l could stand him all right till he started being in love with me.
Now, he's simply out of the question.&quot;J [J There was a pause, out of which came Henrietta'st] [

[0 &quot;After all, Hester, a man's supposed to be in love with the woman he wants to marry.&quot;]

[0 &quot;Then he'd better keep it to himself, that's all I've got to say.&quot;[J [I There was a pause. Joe, silent as
ever, looked more wooden and sheepishly angry.[] [0 &quot;But Hester! Hasn't a man got to be in love with
you-?&quot;] [0 &quot;Not with me! You've not had it to put up with, my girl.&quot;[J [I Henrietta sighed
helplessly.[0 O &quot;Then you can't marry him, that's obvious. What an awful pity! &quot;[J] [ A pause.[]

[0 &quot;Nothing can be so perfectly humiliating as a man making love to you,&quot; said Hester. &quot;l loathe
it.&quot;[] [0 &quot;Perhaps it's because it's the wrong man,&quot; said Henrietta sadly, with a glance at the
wooden and sheepish Joe.[J [0 &quot;l don't believe I could stand that sort of thing, with any man.0 [0 Henrietta,
do you know what it is, being stroked and cuddled? It's too perfectly awful and ridiculous.&quot;]

O &quot;Yes!&quot; said Henrietta, musing sadly. &quot;As if one were a perfectly priceless meat-pie, and the dog
licked it tenderly before he gobbledd O It up. Itis rather sickening, | agree.&quot;[J] [0 &quot;And what's so awful,
a perfectly decent man will go and get that way. Nothing is so awful as a man who has fallen in love,&quot; said
Hester.[1 [0 &quot;l know what you mean, Hester. So doggy!&quot; said Henrietta sadly.[] [1 The motor-horn
tooted exasperatedly. Henrietta rose like a Portia who has been a failure. She opened the door and suddenly yelled
fiercely into the nightd] O O &quot;Go on without me. I'll walk. Don't wait.&quot;[] [0 &quot;How long will you
be?&quot; came a voice,J O &quot;l don't know. If [-want to come, I'll walk,&quot; she yelled.OJ [0 &quot;Come
back for you in an hour.&quot;[J [0 &quot;Right,&quot; she shrieked, and slammed the door in their distant faces.
Then she sat down dejectedly, in the silence. She was going to stand by Hester. That fool, Joe, standing there like a
mutton-head![J] [J They heard the car start, and retreat down the lane.[J [J &quot;Men are awful'&quot; said
Henrietta dejectedly.[] O &quot;Anyhow, you're mistaken,&quot; said Joe with sudden venom to Hester.
&quot;I'm not in love with you, Miss Clever.&quot;[] [ The two women looked at him as if he were Lazarus risen.
O O &hellip;&hellip;
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