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0000 OO0 Commander farragut was agood sailor,worthy of the frigate he commanded.His vessel and
he were one;he was the soul of the ship.As for the whale we were after,he had no doubts about it,and he would not
let the men on board even discuss whatever doubts they may have had.He believed in it as some old women believe
in the Leviathan-for him it was an act of faith,not logic. The monster existed and he would rid the seas of it-he had
sworn he would.He was a kind of knight of Rhodes,a Dieudonné de Gozon going off to meet the dragon laying
waste to his island.Either Commander Farragut would kill the narwhal or the narwhal would kill Commander
Farragut. There was no middle course. The officers on board shared their leader's feelings.One had to hear them
talk,discuss,argue and calculate the various chances of an encounter,and see them watch the wide expanse of
ocean.More than one voluntarily stood watch in the crosstrees,a duty he would have cursed under any other
circumstances.As long as the sun was in the sky overhead,the masts were full of sailors so impatient that they could
not bear just staying on deck, even though the Abraham Lincoln was not yet furrowing the suspect waters of the
Pacific. As for the crew,they asked nothing better than to meet the unicorn-fish,harpoon it and bring it on board to
cut it up.They surveyed the sea tirelessly.Besides, Commander Farragut had mentioned a certain sum of two
thousand dollars reserved for whoever,cabin boy or sailor,master or officer,sighted the animal first.| leave the reader
to imagine how eyes were strained on board the Abraham Lincoln. As for me,l did not lag far behind the
others,and personally did my share of daily watching.The frigate was like the mythological Argus with its hundred
eyes.Only Conseil appeared indifferent to what so interested us;he alone was out of step with the general
enthusiasm on board.
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