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00 O O We do have a lot of expressions in English like *please’or 'I'm sorry to trouble you but ' or "Would you
mindterribly * or 'I'm afraid". Erm, | think a lot of this is to do with the fact that in English, if I'm talking to you,
I'mtalking to you. I've only got the one form, you, whe therit's 'you' singular and I know you very well, whether
it's'you’ and I'm talking to my dog, or whether it's you and I'm talking to the King or Queen. We don't actually,we
don't, we don't have the ability that you have in somany languages to show respect with an alternativeform of 'you'.
So we overplay the "please’, we overplay the ‘thank you', which might seem almost obsequiousl to other people. |
stood in a shop recently and | watchedsomebody a lady in a chemist's shop buying someeau de toilette, and apart
from saying 'please’ about adozen times, as it was being wrapped up, she actuallysaid ‘thank you' 25 times. Well, for
a Spaniard, or for many other people, that's a little bit over the top, aswe'd say.
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