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00 O By Will Sulli vand O Good Friday is meant to be a reflection on death[] but new life was the order of the day
at St. Anthony of Padua’ s Way of the Cross procession.More than a thou.sand predominantly Latino onlookers
lined the streets for the Spanish-language ceremony[] whose cast of over a hundred wound through several blocks
of Falls Church Va.But even in the large crowd[] the number of baby strollers weaving through the throng stood
out.[J [ President Bush was back on the US-Mexico border last week[ pushing for immigration reform and
renewing the debate about the booming Hispanic influx.But researchers are increasingly turning their attention to
second-generation Hispanics] whose US birth automatically makes them citizens.As many in the second
generation approach adulthood(] they will be the ones who begin to assuage or aggravate concerns about how
schoolsl the economy[l and the culture will fare in an increasingly Latino America.The data SO far reveal a
population that is moving forward but one with significant ground to cover as well.[J [0 The demographics are
changing rapidly.While Hispanics made up less than 15 percent of the population in 20050 the Census Bureau
predicts they will be a quarter of the country by 2050.The Hispanic population is expected to jump from 42 million
to over 100 milliond making up nearly half of the nation’ S total projected growth during that time.[

O Births.Immigrationd both legal and illegalJ is an important component of that growth.But native
births-spurred by a highJ though declining] Hispanic birthratehave now topped immigration as the largest driver
of the population surge. The median second-generation Latino is still in his or her early teensJ and children are
rapidly supplanting adults as the face of the Hispanic boom."We do about 70 percent of our baptisms in Spanish

[ even though only about 35 percent of our parish is Hispanic."says the Rev.Kevin Walsh[I the pastor at St.Philip
Roman Catholic parish in Falls Chureh.
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