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[0 O The Collection of Critical Biographies of Chinese Thinkers] underthe general editorship of the late honorary
president of NanjingUniversity[d Professor Kuang Yarning[ is the largest-scale project ofresearch materials on
Chinese thinkers undertaken since thebeginning of the twentieth century. Standing on the shoulders ofthis great
man and other 200 well-known Chinese professors[] thiscollection of concise Chinese-English version is not only
based ona profound academic foundationJ but also exhibits a brand newfeature which is the virtue of explaining
the profound in a simplewayd hence leading readers to mastery of the contents; it alsoincorporates a refined
principle of selection] a simple mode ofevaluation and commentaryd] and a moving narration of the storiesand
their wisdom.[d O Zhuangzil one of the most brilliant philosophers in Chinese history[] advocated a simple life
according to ones own conscience andnature without restraint. His humor[] sophistication] literary genius

[J and philosophical insights found their perfect expression in hismasterpiece Zhuangzill which has deeply
influenced the traditionalOriental art and culture as well as the contemporary western world.
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