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No matter which direction you come to Lhasa, you must first see the Potala Palace.Now you are in front of the
magnificent palace.First of all, please allow me to give you a brief introduction.The Potala Palace is the
best-preservedancient highest building at the elevation in theworld. It is a symbol of architecture in Tibet
aswellasamilestone of ancient Tibetanarchitecture. Not only is it listed in the firstgroup of key cultural relic units
under nationalprotection, but also is included in The WorldHeritage List by the UNESCO.Consisting of 13
storeys, the Potala Palaceis 119 meters high and includes different building styles such as castles, palaces and
temples. It is world-famous for its high value inhistory and art as well as its rare treasures.Located on Red
Mountain, the great buildingcomplex follows the terrain of the mountain andthe top is a splendid golden roof
combining thecharacteristics of upward eaves in Han-styleconstruction and the plain style of Tibet. With these
characteristics, the Potala Palace has astrong spiritual cohesion and is quite solemn.Built along a mountain, the
Potala Palace is well matched with the terrainanditssymmetrical framework shows the designer'sintelligence. The
whole buildingis well constructed and has great momentum with astrong feeling of space and order. The
PotalaPalace is either an imperial palace or a castleand it is also a religion site as well asmausoleum. The palace and
the buildingsaround it have been continuously renovated. Thus, the Potala Palace complex keeps a perfectunity of
form, function and sense of beauty. The mystery of the Potala Palace also lies on its relationship to Red
Mountain.No matter whether it is dusk or morning and no matter from which aspect you see the palace, the
unityof the building and the mountain is clear andstrong which amazes every visitor.Many Tibetan people do not
enter the palace but just prostrate themselves in worship towards the Potala Palace from a distance. With reverence
and faithful hearts, they would be. shocked by just saying the word "Potala”. This veneration from the bottom of
their hearts calls forth a feeling of profound respect.
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