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[0 O Poe was a complex person] tormented and alcoholic yet also considerate andhumorousl] a good friend(]
and an affectionate husband. Indeed his painful life[] his neurotic attraction to intense beauty[d violent horror
[0 and death] and his senseof the world of dreams contributed to his greatness as a writer. In the practicalaffairs of
everyday life[] in many of the common amenitiest] in the domestic circled and in the general give and take of
earthly existencel] Poe was greatly lacking andfrequently a complete failure. He could not and did not in any sense
of the words"get along" with his fellow men. But he certainly was a charm and fascination[J amagnetism and a
reverse power of antagonism which caused him to be greatly lovedby a fewd hated by many[d and memorable to
everybody.[J (O As a man Poe wasabnormall]l and as a genius unique.Poe was the first well-known American
writer to try to earn a living throughwriting alone and he was one of the earliest American practitioners of the
shortstory and is considered the inventor of the detective-fiction genre.[J [J He alsocontributed to the emerging
genre of science-fiction. His skillfully wrought talesand poems convey with passionate intensity the mysterious(]
dreamlikel] and oftenmacabre forces that pervaded his sensibility. His characters are either grotesquesor the
inhabitants of another world than this. Being a master hand at writing theshort story[J he is especially "clever at
dropping foreshadowing hints at what wouldhappen later and keeping the reader in suspense for as long as
possible. He likesto use learned words[] which makes reading his stories a little difficult for theaverage reader. But
the fulfillment of gaining insight into human psychology givesthe reader enough compensation for the hard labour
of "cracking the nut" of hislanguage.
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