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[0 O A serious threat to farmers in many parts of the world iserosion. Erosion occurs if a large area of land is cleared
of trees andis then badly treated by the farmer.[] The rain and winds maygradually wash away, or blow away, much
of the top soil. Whenthis happens, crops of wheat or corn become weaker and weakeruntil nothing grows well. If
erosion continues, it will turn goodland into a desert.[] [ In the past, when erosion appeared, farmers sometimes
movedto a new place to farm. Sometimes they could not move, butcontinued to try to grow food in the unhealthy
soil. This causedthem to sink into poverty. Soon some people realized that therewas little rich, fertile soil in the
world. Government began to tryto stop erosion.J [ One of the first experiments to stop erosion began in
theUnited States in 1933. The experiment was carried out in the areaof the Tennessee River. Floods and bad
farming in this area hadruined land that had once been rich. As a result, most of thepeople living around the
Tennessee River were very poor.
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