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(] O Educating girls quite possibly yields a higher rate of retum than any other investment available in
thedeveloping world. Womens education may be unusual territory for economistsC] but enhancing
womenscontribution to development is actually as much an economic as a social issue. And economicst] with
itsemphasis on incentives[] provides guideposts that point to an explanation for why so many girls aredeprived of
an education. Parents in lowJ income countries fail to invest in their daughters because they do not expect them
tomake an economic contribution to the familyd girls grow up only to marry into somebody elses family andbear
children. Girls are thus seen as less valuable than boys and are kept at home to do housework whiletheir brothers
are sent to school——the prophecy becomes self-fulfilling] trapping women in avicious circle of neglect.
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