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[0 O On the other hand, many ultimate "ends" or "values" toward which humanaction may be oriented, often
cannot be understood completely, though sometimeswe are able to grasp them intellectually. The more radically
they differ from ourown ultimate values, however, the more difficult it is for us to make themunderstandable by
imaginary participation in them. In this case, depending uponthe circumstances, either we must be content with a
purely intellectual interpretationof such values, or when even that fails, sometimes we must simply accept them
asgiven facts. Then we can try to understand the action motivated by them on the basisof whatever opportunities
for approximate emotional and intellectual interpretationseem to be available at different points in its course. These
difficulties apply, forinstance, for people not susceptible to the relevant values, to many virtuous acts. ofreligious
and charitable zeal; also certain kinds of extreme rationalistic fanaticism ofthe type involved in some forms of the
ideology of the "human rights" are in asimilar position for people who totally repudiate such values. The more we
ourselvesare susceptible to them, the more readily can we emotionally participate in suchreactions as anxiety, anger,
ambition, envy, jealousy, love, enthusiasm, pride,vengefulness, loyalty, devotion, and appetites of all sorts, and
thereby understandthe irrational conduct which grows out of them. Such conduct is "irrational,” thatis, from the
point of view of the rational pursuit of a given end. Even when suchemotions are completely inexperienced to the
observer, he or she can still have asignificant degree of empathic understanding of their meaning and can
interpretintellectually their effects on the course of action and the selection of means.O0 O [ [
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