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O O "I was dying inside for him[J " she said. "There were enough of us on the bus who were feeling awful -- we
could have done something. But none of us said anythingd] " Peggy still can't explain why she didn't stick up for
Stewart. She had known those boys since they were all little kids[] and she didn't find them threatening. She thinks
if she had spoken up on his behalf[] other kids might have helped her to make the teasing stop.[J [ But perhaps
most surprising -- and upsetting -- to Peggy is that she considers herself a moral person] yet those convictions
aren't backed up by her conduct on the bus."I think I would say something nowd but I don't know for sure[J "
she said.[J O "Maybe if | saw someone being beaten up and killedd 1'd just stand there. That still worries me.
"Many of us share Peggy's concern. We've all found ourselves in similar situations[] the times we've seen someone
harassed [1 [ [0 [J on the street and didn't intervene [ [0 [0 (I [0 when we've driven past a car stranded [ [J [
(I by the side of the road[J assuming another driver would pull over to help(] even when we've noticed litter on
the sidewalk and left it for someone else to pick up. We see a problem[] consider some kind of positive action[]
then respond by doing..[] nothing. Something holds us back. We remain bystanders.[] [0 Why don't we help in
these situations? This is a question that haunts all of us. Every day we serve as bystanders to the world around us --
not just to people in need on the street but to larger social(] politicalC] and environmental problems that concern
usC] but which we feel powerless to address on our own. Indeedl] the bystander phenomenon pervades the
history of the past century.lJ [J ......
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