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O O In England[] a magistrate is a person appointed to try minor offences. He is either an unpaid layman orJ in
London and some other large citiesC] a paid judicial officer. In England[] every district has a magistrates court. It is
the lowest court of law. The magistrates court can only try people for minor[ i.e. not very serious] offences. It
cannot give prison sentences totaling more than 12 monthsC] nor can it order fines of more thand 400 for one

offence.
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