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[0 O From the perspective of the majority culturel] Asian Americansmay very well be constructed as different
from and other thanJ Euro-Americans. But from the perspectives of Asian AmericansC] weare perhaps even
more differentl] more diverse[] among ourselvesl] being men and women at different distances and generations
fromour "original” Asian culturesmcultures as different as Chinesed Japanese[J [1 Korean O FilipinoO O Indian
O O andd VietnamesemAsianAmericans are born in the United States and born in Asia; ofexclusively Asian
parents and of mixed race; urban and rural; refugeeand nonrefugee; communist-identified and anticommunist;
fluent inEnglish and non-English speaking; educated and working class. Aswith other diasporas in the United
States[] the Asian immigrantcollectivity is unstable and changeable] with its cohesion complicatedby
intergenerationality] by various degrees of identification andrelation to "homeland(] " and by different extents of
assimilation toand distinction from "majority culture” in the United States.
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[0 O Chapter Four, through a rereading of the controversial works of JadeSnow Wong and Gish Jen, Fifth Chinese
Daughter [0 194501 and TypicalAmerican [1 19917 , contests the trope of assimilation that figures in bothU.S.
ideologies of acculturation and anti-assimilationist Asian and ChineseAmerican literary-cultural discourse. It
argues against the grain todemonstrate how the "assimilated" Chinese American protagonistsidentification with the
American Dream of upward mobility simul taneously gestures towards a subtextual articulation of the mimicd wo
[0 mens exclusion and immobility as the racialised Other and racedsubject. By revealing the double-layered textual
voices, this chapterexposes not only the disparity and ambivalence of American ideals, butalso demonstrates how,
in the uncanny repetition of the Dream metaphor,the Dream narratives of Wong and Jen enunciate its
metonymicdisplacement and transformation.[J [0 Drawing on the concept of heterogeneous temporalities and
theHabermasian feminist psychoanalytic notion of an intersubjectiveself-other relation, Chapter Five engages with
a rereading of Maxine HongKingstons The Woman Warrior (I 19760 and Amy Tans The BonesettersDaughter

[J 200100 . It illustrates how inhabiting spaces between conflictualand often incommensurable temporalities creates,
for second-generationChinese Americans, an experience of internal splitting and ambivalence, ofnegotiation and
transculturation. In fashioning an emergent multivocal selfthat hybridises and transforms past and present
temporalities, asrepresented by the maternal Chinese talk-stories and the "symbolic order"of mainstream American
society, this chapter postulates ametamorphosised transcultural identity that is, defying the either/or binaryfixity,
multifacetedly neither one nor the other yet both.
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