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[0 3.5 Summary 4 Morphosyntax in Modern Chinese [J 4.1 Introduction [ 4.2 Compound Predicates in
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00 O 2 Theoretical Background[] [ It is generally agreed that[] of the two fundamental lexical categoriesC] verband
noun(] verb holds the dominant status in the specifications of information] offers complex syntactic and semantic
information for a sentencel] and alsodetermines the syntactic structures with the semantic restrictions on the
Cooccurrence of the nominal components] Fillmore[d 19681 Chafe[d 197001 (I Verbs aregenerally splitted into
two subclasses[] the transitive and the intransitivel] in termsof whether they take an object or not[d But things are
not SO simply regularC] Manytransitives may not necessarily subcategorize an object NP whereby they
aresupposed to have the property of intransitive verbsd On the other hand[] manyintransitive verbs sometimes
also take an“ object” NP

which may be regarded ashaving the property of the transitive verbsC] This is a popular casel] and it is noexception
in Modern Chinese[] As a result[] it seems to be justified that in ModernChinese no clear boundary is found
between transitive and intransitive verbs[J justas it is the case with the entanglement of various intransitive verbs
which shouldhave been distinguished otherwise as unergative and unaccusative verbs in termsof their syntactic
properties as have been done in European languages] But thisreclassification wins no much response from the
scholars working on Chinesel] Nosystematical research has been done on the unaccusativity of the Chinese
languageever since the debut of the Unaccusative Hypothesis by Perlmutter] 19781 [J Juston the basis of such
observationl this book mainly deals with the syntax andsemantics of the argument structure configurations of the
intransitive verbs[] theunaccusative ones in particular(] in Modern Chinese[]
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