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From a psycholinguistic perspective, a task is a device that guideslearners to engage in certain types of
information-processing that are be-lieved to be important for effective language use and/or for language
acqui-sition from a theoretical standpoint O Ellis, 2000, p. 197 O . In this re-spect, tasks can be viewed as devices
for manipulating how learnersprocess language [1 see Long 2000 ; Skehan 1996 ; Yule 199701 . Two theo-retical
concepts can be linked to task properties——Long's Interaction Hy-pothesis and Skehan's Cognitive
approach.Interaction Hypothesis. The Interaction Hypothesis, proposed byLong [0 1985 [0 states that acquisition
is facilitated when learners obtain com-prehensible input as a result of the opportunity to negotiate meaning
whenCommunication breakdown occurs. Task-based research originating from the Interaction Hypothesis
focuses on meaning negotiation. Long [1 1985 [ gives the definition of negotiation of meaning as follows:When
interaction involving second language learners leads to commu- nication breakdown, the learner or the
interlocutor attempts to compensate for the breakdown by making conversational adjustments in order to reach
mutual understanding. Such conversational adjustments include compre- hension checks, confirmation checks,
clarification requests and so on.
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