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000000 O 1tis difficult to the point of impossibility for theaverage reader under the age of forty to imagine a
time whenhigh-quality arts criticism could be found in most big-citynewspapers. Yet a considerable number of the
most significantcollections of criticism published in the 20th century con-sisted in large part of newspaper reviews.
To read such bookstoday is to marvel at the fact that their learned contents wereonce deemed suitable for
publication in general-circulationdailies. We are even farther removed from the unfoeusednewspaper reviews
published in England between the turn ofthe 20th century and the eve of World War 11, at a time whennewsprint
was dirt-cheap and stylish arts criticism was con-sidered an ornament to the publications in which it appeared.In
those far-off days, it was taken for granted that the criticsof major papers would write in detail and at length about
theevents they covered. Theirs was a serious business, and eventhose reviewers who wore their learning lightly, like
GeorgeBernard Shaw and Ernest Newman, could be trusted to knowwhat they were about.
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