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0000 Tom he made asign to me-a kind of little noise with his mouth-and we went creeping away on our
hands and knees. When we were tenfeet away Tom whispered to me-he wanted to tie Jim to the tree for fun.But I
said no-he might wake up and make trouble, and then they'd findout I wasn't in. I was in a sweat to get away, but
nothing would do Tombut he must crawl to where Jim was, on his hands and knees, and playsome trick on him. |
waited, and it seemed a good while, everythingwas so still and lonesome. As soon as Tom was back, we cut along
the path, around the gardenfence, and by and by we reached the top of the hill on the other side ofthe house. Tom
said he slipped Jim's hat off of his head and hung it on abranch right over him, and Jim stirred a little but he didn't
wake.Afterwards Jim said that witches had taken possession of him and rodehim all over the state, and then set him
under the tree again, and hunghis hat on a branch to show who did it. And next time Jim told the storyhe got so he
wouldn't hardly notice the other negroes. Negroes wouldcome miles to hear Jim tell about it, and he said they rode
him down toNew Orleansl] and, after that, every time he told it he spread it moreand more, till by and by he said
they rode him all over the world, andtired him almost to death. Jim was very proud about it, and he got so
hewouldn't hardly notice the other negroes. Negroes would come miles tohear Jim tell about it, and he was more
looked up to than any othernegro in that section. Strange negroes would stand with their mouthsopen and look
him all over, same as if he was a wonder of some kind.Of course, Jim was almost ruined as a servant after this
because he gotso stuck up on account of having seen the devil and been rode bywitches.
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