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[0 O sumptions are derived from the attribution theory. The first assumption isthat individuals are motivated by a
goal of understanding and masteringthe environment and thetnselves. The second assumption is that peopletry to
understand the causal determinants of their own behavior as well asthe behavior of others [J Pintrich & Schunk[J
200200 . Drawing on the work of Heider [0 19581 [0 who was interested in thereasons people give for an outcome
such as success or failure on a task[] and that of Rotter [0 19661 [1 who incorporated attributional concepts in
histheory of locus of controll] Weiner [0 197201 classified causes in his attri-bution theory along two dimensions:
locus O internal/external to the per-son] [ and stability [0 relatively stable/unstable over time[d . Later(] Weiner
(0 197900 19921 added a third dimension of controllability (I controllable/uncontrollable by the person] to the
attribution theory. Early studies ofattribution in achievement motivation focus on four causes: ability[1 ef-fort[]
task difficul] [J ty[J and luck. Along the three dimensions[] ability isclassified as internal(] stable(] and
uncontrollable. Effort is internall] un-stable[J and controllable. Task difficulty is externalJ stable(] and
uncon-trollable. Luck is external] unstablelJ and uncontrollable. It is thesecausal dimensions that have the
psychological force to influence expect-ancy for success and self-efficacy beliefs as well as influencing affect
andactual behavior.
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