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The Virginia quarter, the tenth coin released under the 50 State Quarters~~~~ Program, honorsJamestown,

Virginia, our nation's first permanent English settlement. Jamestown turns 400years old in 2007. The selected
design features the three ships, Susan Constant, Godspeed,and Discovery. These ships brought the first English
settlers to Jamestown.On April 10, 1606, King James I of England chartered the Virginia Company to
encouragecolonization in the New World. The first expedition, consisting of the three ships depicted onthe
quarter, embarked from London on December 20, 1606. On May 12, 1607, they landedon a small island along the
James River nearly 60 miles from the mouth of the ChesapeakeBay. It was here the original settlersC] 104 men and
boys[ established the first permanentEnglish settlement called Jamestown, in honor of King James 1. The selection
of the design for Virginia' s new quarter began when Governor James Gilmore selected State Treasurer Susan F.
Dewey to ser, as liaison to the United States Mint forthe 50 State Quarters~~~~ Program. Ideas were solicited from
colleges, universities, museums,and state agencies. Public comment was overwhelming, with thousands of
responses received.Representatives from the Library of Virginia, the Department of Historic Resources, theVirginia
Tourism Corporation and the Department of General Services assisted the StateTreasurer in selecting design
concepts for the Virginia quarter. The citizens of Virginia wereencouraged to provide their comments. Governor
Gilmore then forwarded his final designconcept recommendation, the Jamestown Quadricentennial, to the
Secretary of the Treasurywho gave final approval. Treasury Secretary Rubin provided details on the design selection
process to all 50 governorson January 9, 1998. The U.S. Mint announced on March 11, 2003 the revised process
asfollows.Stage 1 The United States Mint will initiate the formal state design process by contacting the state
governor approximately 24 months prior to the beginning of the year in which the state will be honored. The
governor, or such other state officials or group as the state may designate, will appoint an individual to serve as the
state’s liaison to the United States Mint for this program.Stage 2 The state will conduct a concept selection process
as determined by the state. The state will provide to the United States Mint at least three, but no more than five,
different concepts or themes emblematic of the state; eah concept or theme will be in narrative format. The
narrative must explain why the concept is emblematic of the state and what the concept represents to the state's
citizens. A narrative that merely describes a particular design is not acceptable.Stage 3 Based on the arratives, the
United States Mint will produce original artwork of the concepts, focusing on aesthetic beauty, historical accuracy,
appropriateness and coinability. If the state has not provided at least three concepts, the United States Mint may
produce additional concepts for the state.Stage 4 The United States Mint will contact the state to collaborate on the
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artwork. The state will appoint an historian, or other responsible officials or experts, to participate in this
collaboration to ensure historical accuracy and proper state representation of the artwork. The United States Mint
will refine the artwork before forwarding it to the advisory bodies.Stage 5 The Citizens Coinage Advisory

Committee and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts will review the candidate designs and make recommendations,
and the United States Mint may make changes to address such recommendations.
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