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Hutongs Hutongs are old narrow streets or alleys specially associated with ancient Beijing city. They have existed
for over 700 years since the Yuan Dynasty when Hutongs were orderly formed in chessboard arrangement
However Hutongs in the Ming and Qing dynasties go into disorder At that time,the numerable Hutongs were
described by Beiling People in the old saying "there are 360 named Hutongs and nameless ones a dime a dozen
Following the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in 1949,many of the old Hutongs disappeared with
several times of reconstruction of Beijing city. The presently preserved Hutongs are mostly dotted in the Shichahai
Lake area where the Hutongs and residences are under the state-level protection.
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