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[0 O Since the 19th century] many scientists and explorers from China and other countries have been trying to
unveil the Chang Tang, a mysterious land, but failed so far. Due to its special physical environment of being cutting
off, the Chang Tang is normally very difficult to access, which makes the Chang Tang miraculous. None of the
mysteries in human history, geography, biology and atmosphere physics has been deciphered entirely, though great
efforts have been made. Our ancestors left with us the nature historic heritage full ofquestions-a treasure place
attracting more and more explorers who vie for the first one tol] [0 To unveil the mystery of the Chang Tang, you
need not only knowledge but also courage and perseverance against challenges. Some one wrote: "Many brave
explorers entered the hinterland of a beautiful,abundant and unpeopled place, but few returned alive. They died
from lack of food, fuel or being lost in the wild. This place gave people an impression of horror and barrenness."
Since 1980s, some explorers have braved the hardness of-30~C and half as much oxygen as on low plains, in order
to protect the perfect nature and precious historic heritage of the Chang Tang. They went deep into each valley,
desert and glacier, and made great achievements to China's science and nature conservation. Among the explorers
O [0 were aged and experienced scholars, new graduates, and foreign scholars from the other side of the Atlantic.
Their hard work finally got rewarded: many nature enthusiasts were inspired by their research results.J [J For over
a decade, these devotees have made a thorough investigation to species, numbers and distributions of the precious
animals in the Chang Tang, and demarcated the second largest terrestrial wildlife reserve in the world. Their
profound researches in ecology of Wild Yaks, Tibetan Antelopes and other[] [ rare animals have filled many gaps
in science, and resulted in a high praise of existence value of the precious species in the Chang Tang. Their arduous
work not only contributed to science, but also facilitated establishment of the reserve, which was officially ratified
by the government of Tibetan Autonomous] [ Region in 1993.00 [0 The book will dedicate to the world with the
research results obtained by Mr. Liu and his colleagues in over ten year's surveys in the Chang Tang. It contains
hundreds of precious pictures, which are expected to provide future explorers with valuable reference and to
remain a glorious memory of its contributors.[J [0 Zeren Sangzhud O Vice Chairman of Tibetan Autonomous
Region
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