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This book provides an introduction to abstract algebraic geometry using the methods of schemes and cohomology.
The main objects of study are algebraic varieties in an affine or projective space over an algebraically closed field,;
these are introduced in Chapter I, to establish a number of basic concepts and examples. Then the methods of
schemes and cohomology are developed in Chapters Il and 111, with emphasis on applications rather than excessive
generality. The last two chapters of the book (IV and V) use these methods to study topics in the classical theory of
algebraic curves and surfaces.
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