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This book is based on several courses given by the authors since 1966. It introduces the reader to the representation
theory of compact Lie groups. We have chosen a geometrical and analytical approach since we feel that this is the
easiest way to motivate and establish the theory and to indicate relations to other branches of mathematics. Lie
algebras, though mentioned occasionally, are not used in an essential way. The material as well as its presentation
are classical; one might say that the foundations were known to Hermann Weyl at least 50 years ago.
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