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00 O This book is an introduction to IP multicast concepts and features and is intended for users with varying
degrees of experience with the IP multicast technologiesC] decisionmakcrs wrestling with the problems of
corporate communicationd system adnunistrators and operators managing their own workstations[J and
programmers. Finally this book is intended for commu-nications specialistsC] field system engineersC] and the
general audience who wants or needs to know about IP multicasting.
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00 O Though its specification was published in 198901 1P multicasting[] has seen somewhat limited use. A few
routers that support multicasting have been available on the Internetl] though this is slowly changing. Routers in
the Internet tend to be replaced by multicast-capable ones only when a new routcr is required to replace an old
one.OJ O In the meantimel researchers wanted a resource and testbed for testing multicastintng protocols and
applications. They also wanted a way to enable thedeployment of multicast applications without having to wait for
multicast-enabled devices to be installed through the Inrernet. This led to the develop-ment ofMboneld which
supports routing multicast packets without disturbing or altering other Internet Traffic and has been in existence
since 1992.0 0 O O
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