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Books are individual and idiosyncratic. In trying to understand what makes a good book, there is a limited amount
that one can learn from other books; but at least one can read their prefaces, in hope of help. Our own research
shows that authors use prefaces for many different reasons. Prefaces can be explanations of the role and the
contents of the book, as in Chung [49] or Revuz [223] or Nummelin [202]; this can be combined with what is
almost an apology for bothering the reader, as in BiUingsley [25] or Cinlar [40]; prefaces can describe the
mathematics, as in Orey [208], or the importance of the applications, as in Tong [267] or Asmussen [10], or the
way in which the book works as a text, as in Brockwell and Davis [32] or Revuz [223]; they can be the only
available outlet for thanking those who made the task of writing possible, as in almost all of the above (although we
particularly like the familial gratitude of Resnick [222] and the dedication of Simmons [240]); they can combine all
these roles, and many more.
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