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It is almost a trivial observation that many collective endeavours require the accomplishment of numerous
complicated tasks, and that the different individuals that perform them may lose sight of the overall design. Like
other creative endeavours, the scientific quest is particularly prone to such a state of affairs, for not only does the
difficulty of the tasks absorb the mind but the beauty of what is learnt in performing them engages the soul. Like a
diver, who may be so charmed by the nearby coral so as to forget that its beauty is but a minute reflection of the
majestic beauty of the ocean, a spectroscopist may be so taken by the beautiful symmetries that the molecules
exhibit so as to loose sight of the wonderful structure of quantum mechanics that informs them. ...
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