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0J O Languagel

shasically speech.so sounds are its fundamentall

building blocks.But we learn the sounds of our language at such all early age that we wil[l

beunaware of them without special study.Moreover,the alphabet we use hasalways been inadequate to represent the
sounds of the English language.andthat is especially true of Modern English.Onel]

etter can represent many dif-ferent sounds] as a stands for as many as six different sounds in cat,camel] calm

O any,calll] and was[] riming with fuzz[J .On the other hand.a single soundcan be spelled in various ways[] as the
“ longa” sound can be spelled a as inayasinday,alasinbait.allasmgauge.easinmesa.eyasinthey,eias in neighbor,and
ea as in great.this is obviously an unsatisfactory state ofaffairs.[] [ PboneticiansC] who study the sounds used in
languagel] have therefore inventeda phonetic alphabet in which the same symbols consistently represent the
samesoundsl] thus making it possible to write sounds unambiguously. The phoneticalphabet USeS the familiar
Roman lettersd but assigns to each a single sound valueThen.because there age more sounds than twenty.six.some
letters have been bor-towed from other alphabe~0 and other letters have been made upO so that finallythe
phonetic alphabet has onel]

etter for each sound.To show that the letters of thisphonetic alphabet |~sent sounds rather than ordinary spellings
[ they are wriUenbetween square brackets] whereas ordinary spellings are italicized[] or underlinedm
handwriting and typing[] . Thus so represents the spelling and[so]the pronunci.ation ofthe same word.
Phoneticians describe sounds and classify[] em according to the way they aremade.so to understand the phonetic
alphabet and the sounds it represents.youmust know something about how sounds arc produced.l] OO [ [
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