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00 O 1. Introductory(] [ | felt rather daunted when Professor Karin Aijmer invited me to talk at this Conference,
because it is fifteen years since | retired from my academic appointment and, although I continue to follow new
developments with interest, | would certainly not pretend to keep up to date - especially since I belong to that
previous era when one could hope to be a generalist in the field of language study, something that is hardly any
longer possible today. But | confess that | was also rather delighted, because if there is one topic that is particularly
close to my heart it is that of the vast potential that resides in a corpus of spoken language. This is probably the main
source from which new insights can now be expected to flow.[ O I have always had greater interest in the spoken
language, because that in my view is the mainspring of semogenesis: where, prototypically, meaning is made and
the frontiers of meaning potential are extended. But until the coming of the tape recorder we had no means of
capturing spoken language and pinning it down. Since my own career as a language teacher began before tape
recorders were invented [J or at least before the record companies could no longer stop them being produced( , |
worked hard to train myself in storing and writing down conversation as it occurred; but there are obviously severe
limits on the size of corpus you can compile like that. Of course, to accumulate enough spoken language in a form
in which it could be managed in very large quantities, we needed a second great technical innovation, the
computer; but in celebrating the computerized corpus we should not forget that it was the tape recorder that broke
through the sound barrier O the barrier to arresting speech sound, that isCI and made the enterprise of spoken
language research possible. It isironical, I think, that now that the technology of speech recording is so good that
we can eavesdrop on almost any occasion and kind of spoken discourse, we have ethics committees and privacy
protection agencies denying us access, or preventing us from making use of what we record. [1 Hence my homage
to Svartvik and Quirk, which I still continue to plunder as a source of open-ended spontaneous dialogue.[]
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