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(0 O Life is rather hectic for students during the first week at North American universities. Before classes even begin
theymust do a number of things in preparation. They barely have time to think about what will actually take place
in theclassroom. If you are a foreign student, you have the added pressure of adapting yourself to new educational
expecta-tions which may be very different from those in your own country.[] [1 Students will find a lot of
differences in classroom dynamics from course to course throughout their universitycareers. Each professor has his
or her preferred teaching method, and the curriculum that is used is frequently non-standardized so that each
course is distinctly unique from the others.[J [1 Active student participation is required in the majority of course
offered at North American universities, with theexception of formal lecture courses in which the professor is the
focus of attention and students are required to simplylisten and take notes. Oral participation is very often graded
and included in the final mark a student receives in a course.Courses are frequently designed to include a large
amount of discussion and questions. In graduate seminar courses thestudents usually take on the traditional role of
a teacher, giving presentations and leading discussions, which theprofessor acts as a facilitator to ensure the class
runs smoothly.[J O Many teachers hold to the idea that a relaxed, informal classroom provides an excellent
learning environment. It isnot unusual for professors to have friendly, casual relationships with their students,
treating them as equals. Such peopleare still excellent and respected teachers and also hold a position of authority in
the classroom. A class of students maymeet socially with their professor for coffee one day but are still required to
submit research papers or take an exam thefollowing day. Deadlines and requirements are expected to be upheld.
The professor often has different levels ofrelationships with his or her students besides simply that of a teacher, but
the professor S first and foremost role is thatof an instructor and he or she has the responsibility to conduct the
course according to the school s standards andregulations.[] [0 At North American universities, students are
generally expected to be responsible for their own learning. Reading assignments may be given but not discussed,
or written assignments may not be given a grade, but in each case the students are expected to complete the work.
This may be frustrating to students who are very concerned about grades and who believe all their work should be
marked and rewarded. Instead, in North America, students are encouraged to learn for the sake of learning.
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