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The boy ran around and stopped within a foot or two of the flower, and then shaded his eyes with his hand and
began to look down street as if he had discovered something of interest going on in that direction. Presently he
picked up a straw and began trying to balance it on his nose, with his head tilted far back; and as he moved from
side to side, in his efforts, he edged nearer and nearer toward the pansy; finally his bare foot rested upon it, his
pliant toes closed upon it, and he hopped away with the treasure and disappeared around the corner. But only for a
minute - only while he could button the flower inside his jacket, next his heart or next his stomach, possibly, for he
was not much posted in anatomy, and not hypercritical, anyway.He returned, now, and hung about the fence till
nightfall, "showing off," as before; but the girl never exhibited herself again, though Tom comforted himself a little
with the hope that she had been near some window, meantime, and been aware of his attentions. Finally he strode
home reluctantly, with his poor head full of visions.
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