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[0 O On an evening in late May[l a middle-aged man was walking home from Shas-ton to the village of Marlott.
He was drunk and he could not walk in a straightline. An empty egg-basket was slung upon hisarm{] and his hat
was old and worn.Presently he was met by an elderly parson who rode on a gray mare.[d [0 "Good night to youl[] "
said the man with the basket.[J [0 "Good night[] Sir John[ " said the parson.[] [0 The man[] after another pace
or twoll haltedd and turned round.[J [0 "Now0 sirl] begging your pardond then what your mean be in
calling med "SirJohn." when I be plain Jack Durbeyfield(] the haggler(]

"00 O The parson rode a step or two nearer.[] [1 "It was on account of a discovery | made some little time agod |
thought youhave known it. | am Parson Tringham[ the antiquary[] of Stagfoot Lane[J] and | amcompiling the
new local history. Dont you really know[] Durbeyfield[J that you arethe direct descendant of the ancient and
knightly family of the D Urberville? Thefamily derived their descent from Sir Pagan D Urberville[J that renowned
knightwho came from Normandy with William the Conqueror."] 0 "I have never heard it beforel] sir(]
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