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Kong RongCao thongSima GuangLu BanWang MianMin ZigianWang RongHua MulanLi BaiKuang HengWang
XizhiZhang LiangChild XuGong ChunGan LuoLi ShizhenZhang Shuiquan
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[0 O The father said to his children: "Each of you may have a pear, andpick it one by one in order from the
youngest to the eldest." Althoughhe didn't tell why he gave priority to the youngest child to pick first,actually he
wished to leave the chance to get the big pear for theyoung children.As expected by the father that the earlier to
pick, the bigger pear toenjoy, the youngest child came to the basket and picked the largestone.It was Kong Rong's
turn then. As a rule, he might pick the largest oneamong the rest of the pears. Out of the father's expectation,
however,he picked without hesitation the smallest pear by saying "1 was little inage, so | shall have the small pear.
The bigger ones should be left formy elder brothers."Delightfully surprised after hearing this, the father asked Kong
Rong,"You have one but an only brother younger than you and he haspicked the largest one, so what do you think
about it

"1 am his elder brother. For the sake of courtesy, | have to begenerous with him." Kong Rong replied. The answer
greatly delighted the father who sang in high praise ofKong Rong. Subsequently, this story was spread throughout
hishometown-Qufu and continued to go down far and wide in history.Up until recently, many parents often tell
this story to their children.lt is in this story that the traditional Chinese virtue of "courtesy andthoughtfulness” is
prominently reflected.0] O O [
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